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                                        NEWS

For Immediate Release: Tuesday, August 25, 2009
River Action, Inc.  (563) 322-2969
Getting to the “root” of concerns with Duck Creek 

River Action is teaming up with the Cities of Davenport and Bettendorf to make the Duck Creek and its tributaries as enjoyable for habitat as it is for residents by installing 16 acres of native wildflowers and grasses along the banks of Duck Creek in the next two years. These new plantings will provide food and homes for wildlife such as birds and butterflies and be a beautiful addition to the parkway.  As well, the deep roots of these native plants will filter pollutants from surface runoff before they reach the stream, absorb and reduce stormwater and stabilize banks helping reduce further erosion. 

This year approximately four acres of buffer will be installed in Davenport and four acres of buffer will be installed in Bettendorf.  In Davenport, buffers will be installed around the pond and along Duck and Goose Creek in Eastern Park between East 31st Street and East 29th Street in Davenport and along Duck Creek West of Brady Street between East Kimberly and East 37th Street.  In Bettendorf, buffers will be installed along Duck Creek, West of Devils Glenn Road directly adjacent to Devils Glenn Park. 

Through the help of in-kind services from the cities and funding received by River Action from the Watershed Improvement Review Board of the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship, American Water, Walcott Trust and Savings Bank and Cargil some of the areas where lawn and scrub brush exists now will be replaced with native grasses and wildflowers.  Work begins this year.
River Action was one of seven projects awarded funding ($124,375).  The funding is matched with $25,000 for each city (total of $50,000) from River Action and $25,000 of in-kind services from the cities of Davenport and Bettendorf (total of $50,000).  Monies have also been received for environmental education, as well.  Altogether the project totals $248,750. 

For more information contact,

River Action

(563)322-2969.
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