
UMRC attendees will receive a certificate of

participation and digital copies of "Silver

Jackets Emergency Action Plan Guidebook"

from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, an

environmental design handbook and the flood

action plan (prepared for the Illinois Valley Flood Resiliency Alliance).

River Action will host the Upper Mississippi River Conference Oct. 5-7 in person

at the XPO Center, The Bend, East Moline, IL and online.

The conference will revisit the America's Watershed Initiative 2016 Report Card

and the efforts to "Raise the Grade" over the past five years.

Speakers and panelists will bring action plans, tool kits and provide personal

testimony on what has worked to improve the "grade" and resiliency of the

Mississippi River.

There are good new stories from Fulton, Ottawa, Marseilles, De Pue and Peru

communities in Illinois. And, field trips will include eco-tours on the Mississippi

River near Camanche, Iowa, and to the Iowa DNR Fish Hatchery at Fairport with

a stop at Wildcat Den State Park/Lucille A. Carver Mississippi Riverside

Environmental Research Station near Muscatine.

A presentation on nutrient loss reduction by Beth Baranski, of Jo Davies County,

will explore the changing local culture through a new, persistent, and multi-

pronged approach.

The keynote will be given by Kim Lutz,

executive director of America's Watershed

Initiative. She will address "The Nuts and

Bolts of How the Report Card was Done,"

and challenge attendees with goals to

further raise the grade for the Upper

Mississippi River.

Full conference details and online registration

available at: riveraction.org/umrc
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Visit www.riveraction.org/UMRC for details and registration
Upper Mississippi River Conference

Expo Center, The Bend - East Moline, IL

OCT. 5-7, 2021

Plan to attend the Upper Mississippi River Conference
In person or online

A reduced-price block of rooms has been

reserved at the Hyatt Place East Moline / Quad

Cities. Call 1.309.278.4781 (sales office,

Michelle Dotson) and tell the hotel you are

with the UMR Conference.

DISCOUNT ACCOMMODATIONS AVAILABLE

AT HYATT PLACE EAST MOLINE/QUAD CITIES

CONFERENCE ATTENDEES RECEIVE XTRA PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE

AND GUIDEBOOK CD FROM U.S. ARMY CORP OF ENGINEERS

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

CONFERENCE SPONSORS

Wed. Field Tours ($10, choose one): Boat Tour to Beaver Island/Camanche Fairport Fish Hatchery/Wildcat Den State Park

Guest lunches (all meals included with full- or single-day registration): Boxed lunch Wed. $15 Catfish Dinner Wed. $30

NAME TITLE COMPANY

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE PHONE EMAIL

Complete and mail with your check payable to River Action, P.O. Box 964, Davenport, IA 52805 or visit www.riveraction.org/umrc to register online and pay by credit
card. Or, call River Action at 563-322-2969 to register.

FULL CONFERENCE

Early Bird Registration thru 10/1 ($100) Standard Registration after 10/1 ($200) SINGLE DAY (early bird $100/standard $150): Select Wed. Thurs.

STUDENT FULL CONFERENCE

Early Bird Registration thru 10/1 ($25) Standard Registration after 10/1 ($40) SINGLE DAY (early bird $15/standard $25): Select Wed. Thurs.

❒
Will you be attending Wednesday evening Catfish Dinner? YES NO❒

TOTAL ENCLOSED:Questions? Call River Action - 563.322.2969 or email: riveraction@riveraction.org

❒❒

❒❒
❒ ❒

❒ ❒

❒ ❒

❒
❒



Tuesday, Oct. 5
11 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. | Registration and check-in| Conference Center Lobby

1:00 – 1:15 p.m. | Welcome Remarks | ROOM X

Kathy Wine, Executive Director, River Action

Jennifer von Kaenel, Program Manager, River Action

1:15 – 2:30 p.m. | Keynote Session | ROOM X

Kim Lutz, America’s Watershed Initiative - “The health of

America's Watershed: an in-depth look at the 2020 Mississippi

River Watershed Report Card"

2:30 – 2:45 p.m. | Break |

2:45 – 4:15 p.m. | Concurrent Speaker Panels ~ Session 1

TRACK 1 : : ROOM A/B | Nuts and Bolts of Flood Management

Kevin Lindeman, Economic Development Director, North

Central Illinois Council of Governments, Shug Grosenbach,

Office Manager, NCICG, and Jason Rix, Wastewater Treatment

Superintendent, City of Marseilles – ’PDM Grant Funded Flood Protection

Projects”

TRACK 2 : : ROOM X | Water Quality

Beth Baranski, Project Coordinator, The League of Women

Voters of Jo Daviess County, IL Conservation Foundation – “A

Multi-Prong Approach to Nutrient Loss in Jo-Daviess County”

Rachel Curry, Watershed Outreach Associate, University Illinois

Extension – “Nutrient Reduction in the Mississippi and Rock Rivers”

Benjamin Vandermyde, Andy Meier, Brian Stoff, U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers, Forestry Department – “The Role of Forestry

along the UMR”

TRACK 3 : : ROOM D | Transportation and Economic Development

Robert Sinkler, CEO of Riverside Integrated Water Solutions &

Environmental Services – “Corn Belt Ports and Emerging Technologies”

4:15 – 6 p.m. | Poster Session ~ Networking ~ Cash Bar | Conference

Center Lobby | Dinner on your own

Wednesday, Oct. 6
7 – 7:45 a.m. | Registration | Conference Center Lobby

8 – 9:30 a.m. | Plenary Session | ROOM X

Heidi Kennedy, Senior Resource Specialist, civil

engineering firm SEH of St. Paul, MN - “Publix Trust”

9:30 - 9:45 a.m. | Break |

9:45 – 11:15 a.m. | Concurrent Speaker Panels ~

Session 2

TRACK 1 : : ROOM A/B | Nuts and Bolts of Flood Management

Kathy Wine, River Action Executive Director – “Quad Cities Flood

Resiliency Alliance”

Chris Helle, Fulton County, IL ESDA director – “Emergency

Outreach/Flood Alerts”

TRACK 2 : : ROOM X | Water Quality

Danelle Larson, Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources - ”Aquatic

Invasive Species”

Kathi Jo Jankowski, Research Ecologist, U.S. Geological Survey

Upper Midwest Environmental Sciences Center – “LTRM Water

Quality Component”

TRACK 3 : : ROOM D | Transportation and Economic Development

Tom Heinold, Chief of Operations, Rock Island District of U.S.

Army Corps of Engineers –““What’s a Wicket? How our Inland Marine

Transportation System enables commerce”

11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. | Boxed Lunch | Conference Center Lobby

12:45 – 1 p.m. | Board buses for Field Project Tours – Meet in Conference Center

Lobby

1 – 4 p.m. Field Tours (weather-dependent) | In-house option

Tour #1 - Eco-Cruise to Beaver Island - A scenic 30-minute bus trip up

the Iowa side of the Mississippi River will take participants to the Rock Creek

Marina and Campground, located just outside of Camanche, Iowa. Participants

will board the "Blue Heron," a 24-passenger pontoon boat owned and operated

by the Clinton County Conservation Board, for a guided adventure cruise on the

Mississippi River to Beaver Island. This tour will be led by Kara Mitvalsky, Senior

Environmental Engineer for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Ed Britton,

Refuge Manager for the Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife & Fish Refuge.

Tour #2 - Visit to Iowa DNR Fish Hatchery, Lucille A. Carver

Mississippi Riverside Environmental Research Station and Wildcat

Den State Park – A scenic 40-minute bus ride down the Illinois and Iowa sides

of the Mississippi River will take participants to the Iowa DNR Fish Hatchery and

Lucille A. Carver Mississippi Riverside Environmental Research Station, both in

Fairport, and Wildcat Den State Park near Muscatine. This riding and walking tour

will be guided by Melanie Harkness, Iowa DNR Fisheries Management Biologist,

Paul Carroll, Friends of the Fish Hatchery and Jerry Skalak, U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers (retired).

IN-HOUSE OPTION: : ROOM B |

Colin Wellenkamp, Executive Director of MRCTI, and Mayor Robert Gallagher,

City of Bettendorf – “Mississippi River Cities and Towns 30/30 Initiative”

5 - 6 p.m. | Poster Session ~ Networking ~ Cash Bar | Conference Center

Lobby

6 - 8 p.m. | Catfish Dinner | ROOM X |

~ Dinner sponsored by Schafer Fisheries ~

After-dinner presentation by Dean Klinkenberg, freelance writer and

former academic researcher from St. Louis. Mr. Klinkenberg’s talk "Mississippi,

Missouri or Big Muddy! What's in a name?" will draw on his travels by car, canoe

and river cruises along the entire Mississippi River.

Thursday, Oct. 7
7 – 7:45 a.m. | Registration | Conference Center Lobby

8:00 – 9:30 a.m. | Concurrent Speaker Panels ~ Session 3

TRACK 1 : : ROOM B | Nuts and Bolts of Flood Management

Chris Mathias, Planning and Development Director, Scott

County, Iowa, and Certified Floodplain Manager and Marilyn

Sucoe, Illinois Department of Natural Resources Acting NFIP

coordinator – “Floods Know No Bounds"

Alexandra Elias, CEO and president, Renew Moline - “Respecting

Floods When Designing a Park”

TRACK 2 : : ROOM X | Water Quality

Joe Jordan, General Biologist, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers –

“Caught Between a Rock and Hard Place - Collecting Spectaclecase and

Salamander mussel eDNA on the UMR”

Kathy Morris, Director of Scott County (IA) Waste Commission -

"Ridding Streams and Rivers of Plastic"

Clare Lindahl, CEO of Iowa Soil and Water Conservation Society

– “Agricultural Innovations”

TRACK 3 : : ROOM D | Transportation and Economic Development

Brian Stineman, Public Works Director, City of Muscatine –

“Funding cities' infrastructure to meet sewage by-pass requirements”

Andrew Goodall, Program Manager, U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers – “Navigation and Ecosystem Sustainability Program”

9:45 – 11:15 a.m. | Closing Plenary Session | ROOM X

Jeff Houser, Research Ecologist, U.S. Geological Survey Upper

Midwest Environmental Sciences Center, Erin Petty, Missouri

Dept. of Natural Resources, Upper Mississippi River Basin

Association, and Kim Lutz, America's Watershed Initiative -

overview of three reports:

• How Clean is the River? – Upper Mississippi River Basin Association

• Ecological Status and Trends of the Upper Mississippi River System – Upper

Mississippi River Restoration Program’s Long Term Resource Monitoring

element – U.S. Geological Survey Upper Midwest Environmental Sciences

Center

• 2020 Mississippi River Watershed Report Card – America’s Watershed

Initiative

11:30 a.m. | Adjourn

All in-person sessions listed will be available for live-streaming at

the same time. Those registering for the virtual sessions will be sent

a virtual room address/link to view the presentations online.

SCHEDULE


