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What is the USGS?
 U.S. Geological Survey

 Nation’s largest Earth Science agency
 Department of Interior
 No regulatory responsibility

 Mission
 Provide Geologic, Geographic, Hydrologic and Biologic 

information for the “Public Good”
 Data collection and Interpretive projects



"I was raised on this river, 
and I've never seen it this high. 
No one alive has seen it this high.” 





1st USGS Streamgage
 Rio Grande River near Embudo, NM    1889















Example of Flow of Satellite Data
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Streamgaging Process



















Users of Streamgaging Network
 NWS and others for flood forecasting
 Corps of Engineers for navigation and other projects
 DOT and others for bridge design
 NFIP for 100-yr flood elevation
 Informed citizenry

 Recreationists, farmers, homeowners



The Process USGS collects and provides streamgage data

NWS uses the USGS streamgage data, 
coupled with their rainfall predictions, 
to issue forecasts

Corps and many other entities use the NWS 
forecasts to make operational decisions

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/


NOTE!!















Questions?
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